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discovered, its work is made known to the general public, as well
as to the profession, by the Commissariat of Educations and
others are encouraged to follow its example. Here lies a danger of
central planning, particularly in a country the majority of whose
teachers are inexperienced, It lends itself to a mechanical adop-
tion of other people's methods. Another drawback is the com-
pulsory acceptance by all of the final syllabus and instructions.
It limits considerably the freedom to experiment. This must be
a loss to education. It is probably only a temporary phase, until
there is a sufficient number of qualified, experienced teachers, to
make freedom safe. It is nevertheless a pity that the Soviet
teacher is not allowed to make mistakes and so gain valuable
experience. One questions whether a uniform goodness is a de-
sirable thing. The Soviet reply to this point is that, while the
country so urgently needs thousands of skilled workers in order
to supply the population with the necessaries of life, the Union
cannot afford to allow its teachers to make mistakes. As soon
as industrial achievements permit it, the Soviet teachers will
have more freedom than those in other countries.
Polytechnisation. The Soviet school is a polytechnised school.
It is intimately connected with the whole of life outside the
school. The school trains for life, and, since the foundation of life
is labour, it is held that the school cannot be separated from
labour. The original name for the Soviet school was the Unified
Labour School. It then became the seven-year school, and is
now becoming the ten-year school, but the word labour is still
frequently used in connection with it. Unfortunately the em-
phasis on labour gives an entirely wrong impression to the
foreigner, because the school most emphatically does not train
workers for the factory, nor is it anything like a factory. It
indicates, however, the Soviet attitude to education: that it must
be an integral part of life; and life in the U.S.S.K. in a great
measure depends on the factory. In a later chapter, polyteehnisa-
tion will be dealt with in detail. Here suffice it to say that all
schools are so organised that children, girls and boys, do some
manual work which must be closely related to the